UPAASF Fil-Am Cultural Immersion Camp Schedule for Summer 2026

Fil-Am Cultural Immersion Camp
Discover, Create, & Lead!

Cultivating a Caring and Creative Community of Fil-Ams

Are your children ready for an unforgettable summer journey? Designed for kids ages 7-12, our
camp is more than a cultural exploration—it is a launchpad for lifelong success. Through hands-
on, collaborative projects, campers don’t just learn about Filipino-American culture; they build
the confidence, communication, and teamwork skills needed to thrive.

The Core of Our Camp: Two Paths of Cultural Exploration

We believe that culture is a living, breathing experience. Our unique curriculum bridges two
powerful dimensions, allowing participants to truly make the exposure to Philippine culture
their own as young Fil-Ams residing in the SF Bay Area:

1. Traditional Roots: Discovering, understanding, and honoring ancient customs,
foundational designs, language, and rich heritage.

2. Contemporary Adaptations: Reimagining traditions through a modern, Fil-American
lenses that reflects the participants’ daily lives.

The camp will be taught primarily in English with children exploring Filipino languages through
their creative and contemporary renditions of Fil-Am archetypes, architectural models, and
literary, music, and dance pieces.

The Fil-Am Cultural Immersion Camp is designed to offer Filipino-American children and youth a
rich, joyful, and intellectually engaging experience of their “mixed” cultural heritage. The
learning experiences are carefully scaffolded activities where participants explore what it
means to be a Fil-Am in the 215 century—not through passive instruction, but through playing,
observing and listening, making, building, performing, and reflecting together.

Every day of the camp is organized around concrete and creative projects with a process
guiding students to shareable outcomes. Children don’t simply receive knowledge —they
construct it. Each of the projects engage participants in drawing from and building upon cultural
knowledge, creative judgment, collaborative skills, and personal identity—all at once.

What Your Child Will Experience & Achieve
Daily Morning Energy & Connection: Every day kicks off with high-energy traditional Filipino
street games (Laro ng Lahi)! These dynamic morning warm-ups double as icebreakers, building

instant friendships, teamwork, and social skills before project work begins.

MONDAY
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Fil-Am Mingling: Socially interactive and creative getting-to-know activities as
participants shape our community of young Fil-Am:s.

Character & Fashion Design: Young artists bring their ideas to life by designing custom
cartoon action figures and dolls that celebrate their Fil-Am identities.

Architectural Design & Innovation: Campers collaborate to master geometry, structural
engineering, and aesthetics. In small groups, they will build models of a traditional
Bahay Kubo, and then use those foundational elements to design a modern, functional
Fil-Am Youth and Children’s Center building model tailored for the SF Bay Area.

TUESDAY

Creative Writing & Book Publishing:

Storytellers weave Filipino myths and languages into the modern world. They will
write, storyboard, and illustrate contemporary versions of legends, exploring the
creative prompt: “What if these mythical characters came to your neighborhood?”

Every child leaves with a hand-bound book featuring custom banig cover designs.

Culinary Arts: Kids get hands-on in the kitchen, learning the delicious craft of preparing
iconic Filipino desserts like halo-halo.

WEDNESDAY

Visit (Field Trip) to the Philippine Consulate in San Francisco

THURSDAY

Performing Arts MashUp: Campers learn the tinikling and make it their own by
adapting the energetic dance and Filipino music into modern hip-hop choreography,
poetry, and song.

Daily Mindful Reflections & Community: Every day wraps up with a goal-oriented reflection
framework focused on finding the positive, embracing areas to improve, and practicing being
thankful.

The Grand Finale: A Modernized Fiesta!

We don't hand children a definition of what it means to be Filipino-American. Instead, we guide
them to articulate their own. The week culminates in a participant-led "Fiesta" Graduation,
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where campers showcase their contemporary poetry, song, dance, and design projects to the
community.

The dynamic and personalized approach of the camp’s learning activities and projects
could necessarily require adjustments to the scheduled activities.

‘ Grand Fiesta — participant-led showcase ‘
Poetry - song - dance - design presented to community

l

Three threads woven through every day

Identity ‘ ‘ Culture ‘ ’ Community

Monday — self
Fil-Am mingling - character & fashion design - Bahay Kubo - modern youth center model

l

Tuesday — story
Contemporary myth rewriting - hand-bound book - culinary arts (halo-halo)

l

Wednesday — world
Field trip - Philippine Consulate San Francisco - civic and diasporic context

l

Thursday — performance
Tinikling = hip-hop remix - poetry - song - mindful reflection

l

Every day: Laro ng Lahi warm-up - collaborative project work - reflective closing circle
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